has sparked a Á orescence of canine studies. 3 These have emphasi sed the relentless persecution of wild and feral canines 4 and the concomitant reconstitution of their domesticated cousins in accordance with the human demands of utility and aesthetics. 5 The two themes of extermination and domestication also animate the dog history of southern Africa, part of a broader process of 'bringing in the wild' À rst under the superintendence of Africans and, from the mid-seventeenth century onwards, European settlers. 6 Each epoch of human-canine interaction produced its own peculiar animal, literally a pre-colonial, colonial and post-colonial dog, as well as its dark doppelgänger, the wild, 'KafÀ r' or stray dog. The following essays show that the cynological world is invested with emotional, intellectual, À nancial, and political narratives, and that equally the human world can usefully be observed through canine eyes.
Pre-Colonial Dog
It is now generally accepted that the principal ancestor of the domestic dog (Canis familiaris) is the wolf (Canis lupus). 7 The À rst primitive or urdogs appeared in present-day Germany 14,000 years BP. 8 Dogs appear
